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Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 

- Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 

Status 

1)S Responsive to communication(s) filed on 18 August 2003 . 
2a)n This action is FINAL. 2b)^ This action is non-final. 

3) 0 Since this application is in condition for allowance except for fonnal matters, prosecution as to the nnerits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) ^ Claim(s) 16-24 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) n Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) S Claim(s) 16-24 is/are rejected. 
?)□ Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) n Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) n The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)n The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)n accepted or b)n objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 

Replacement drawing sheet(s) Including the con-ection is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
1 !)□ The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or fomn PTO-152. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. §§119 and 120 

12) n Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f). 

a)nAII b)n Some*c)n None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. n Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. n Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies hot received. 

1 3) n Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 1 9(e) (to a provisional application) 

since a specific reference was included in the first sentence of the specification or in an Application Data Sheet. 
37 CFR 1.78. 

a) □ The translation of the foreign language provisional application has been received. 

14) n Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 120 and/or 121 since a specific 

reference was included in the first sentence of the specification or in an Application Data Sheet. 37 CFR 1 .78. 



Attachment(5) 

1) K Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 4) □ Interview Summary (PTO-413) Paper No(s). 

2) □ Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 5) □ Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-152) 

3) ^ Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1449) Paper No(s) 25.28 . 6) □ Other: 



U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 

PTOL-326 (Rev. 11-03) 



Office Action Sunnmary 



Part of Paper No. 29 



Application/Control Number^r9/426, 573 Page 2 

Art Unit: 3624 
Paper No. 29 

DETAILED ACTION 

1. This communication is in response to request for continued 
examination filed 7/15/03 and subsequent amendment filed 
8/18/03. 

Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

2. A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, 
including the fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e)/ was filed in this 
application after final rejection. Since this application is 
eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the 
fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) has been timely paid, the 
finality of the previous Office action has been withdrawn 
pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 
7/15/03 has been entered. 

Response to Amendment 

3. Claims 15 and 20 have been amended. Currently claims 15-24 
are pending and subject of examination. 

Response to Arguments 

4. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 15-24 have 
been considered but are moot in view of the new ground (s) of 
rejection. 
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Statute Cited in Prior Action 

5. The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not 
included in this action can be found in a prior Office action. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

6. Claims 15-24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Linstead et al. (US Pat. 5,548,753) 
(Linstead) . 

Per claim 15 Linstead teaches an update processing and 
transmission system: 

storage means, for storing status information relating to a 
commerce-related event; (col. 3 L 13-23, 4th dimension 
database, col. 7 L 15-47, the application program or 
externals . .writes a record into the predetermined storage 
location or table upon occurrence of a predetermined database 
system, refer to the storage means (4th dimension database) as 
applied to communication of status of a purchase order as a 
commerce related event) ; 

status information retrieval means for retrieving said 
status information from a common carrier information system via 
a network and storing the status in the storage means (col. 5 L 
2-9, The AOCE portion 34.. data and other information to be 
conveyed on the connecting network 10. ..includes a messaging 
portion for controlling receipt, transmission and formatting 
messages.,, col. 7 L 15-47, ..the daemon process ..detects this 
record and in response automatically informs the supervisor . . 
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message generation means for automatically generating a 
status message reflective of said status information stored in 
the storage means (col. 5 L 26-42, refer to "^messaging portion 
36" which produces an electronic mail message, note that the 
messaging portion is in communication with the 4D database 28 as 
shown in Fig. 2 and the status information is stored in the 4D 
database 28, col. 7 L 15-47 the daemon process ..detects this 
record and in response automatically informs the supervisor 
..automatically prepares an electronic mail message to the 
preparer of the purchase order and any other users who may be 
interested) ; 



message forwarding means for automatically forwarding said 
status message to a point where it may be accessed by an 
interested party (col. 5 L 26-42, .."the electronic mail message 
is then conveyed from the processing system 24 to the specified 
recipients." col. 7 L 15-47 the daemon process ..detects this 
record and in response automatically informs the supervisor 
..automatically prepares an electronic mail message to the 
preparer of the purchase order and any other users who may be 
interested). 

Linstead further doesn't expressly show that the status 
information retrieval means retrieves the status information 
from a common carrier information system. 

However these differences are only found in the nonfunctional 
descriptive material and are not functionally involved in the 
functionality of the status infoirmation retrieval means, i.e. the 



Application/Control Numbe^W9/4 26, 573 Page 5 

Art Unit: 3624 
Paper No. 29 

later would perform the retrieval of the status information regardless 
of the information system" or the database system. Thus, the 
presence of term common carrier information system" is interpreted as 
non functional descriptive material and it will not distinguish the 
claimed invention from the prior art in terms of patentability, see In 
re Gulack, 703 F.2d 1381, 1385, 217 USPQ 401, 404 (Fed. Cir. 1983); In 
re Lowry, 32 F.3d 1579, 32 USPQ2d 1031 (Fed. Cir. 1994). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary 
skill in the art at the time the invention was made to have the 
Linstead system include a status information retrieval means for 
automatically retrieving the status information from any type of 
information system via the network because the type of system from 
which the information is retrieved does not functionally relate to the 
status information retrieval means and consequently patentably 
distinguish from the cited prior art as discussed. 

Claims 16 and 21: Linstead fails to teach that the status 
information relates to shipment of an item. However, However these 
differences are only found in the nonfunctional descriptive material 
and are not functionally involved in the functionality of the update 
processing and transmission system. None of the elements of the system 
would perform any different whether the status information relates to 
shipment of item or any other event. 

Please refer to claim 15 analysis for further treatment of non 
functional limitation of the claim. 



Claims 17 and 22 : said status information retrieved by said 
status information retrieval means is contained on a second computer 
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physically remote from a first computer on which said status 
information is stored and accessible via a network 

(refer to Fig.l which shows a server 12 having the status 
database and which is connected to a remote computer ""PRIME" 

which accesses the status information via a network 20) , 



Claims 18 and 23. said status information is stored on a status 
infoirmation database within a first computer (refer to Fig. 1 and 
pertaining description at col. 3 and 4) . 

Claims 19 and 24: status information database for separately 
storing status information 

(refer to Fig. 2 ''4D database" which stores status information 
(occurrence of a predetermined event as explained at col. 3 L 13-30)) 

Conclusion 

7. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered 
pertinent to applicant's disclosure. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier 
communications from the examiner should be directed to Jagdish Patel 
whose telephone number is (703) 308-7837. The examiner can normally 
be reached Monday-Thursday from 8:00 AM to 6:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, 
the examiner's supervisor, Vincent Millin, can be reached at (703) 
308-1038- The fax number for Formal or Official faxes to Technology 
Center 3600 is (703) 305-7 687. Draft faxes may be submitted directly 
to the examiner at (703) 7 46-5563. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this 
application should be directed to the Group receptionist whose 
telephone number is (703) 308-1113 or 308-1114. Address for hand 
delivery is 2451 Crystal Drive, Crystal Park 5, 7th Floor, Alexandria 
VA 22202. P 

JNP 1/5/04 



